
All Breed State Championship Trial 
for IPO in Mettingen, Germany
On 25/26 September 2010, the State of Westfalen in Germany 

held its annual Championship trial, hosted by DVG (German 
all breed working dog organisation with more than 40,000 
members nationwide) in Mettingen.  Every year 19 German 
States each host a State championship trial, where the first and 
second place getters automatically qualify for the DVG National 
Championship in the year following.

With more than 6000 members spread over 148 IPO 
(Schutzhund) clubs, Westfalen is the largest DVG State in 
Germany.  Since October last year, around 1400 dogs (the 
majority being Malinois – considered the world’s leading 
working breed today) have competed at qualifications trials 
throughout the State in order to qualify for the Championship.

Currently competing in Germany with their Australian self-
bred and trained Malinois, both Jens and Alison Kollenberg 
were delighted earlier in the year, just to have qualified to take 
part at the Championship.  But on that weekend in September 
it was “shock and awe” all round when the two Australian teams 
came out of left field to end up on the podium, with Jens and 
Nordenstamm Hassan winning 1st place - the only Excellent 
graded score at the event (98 points for Tracking, 96 points 
for Obedience and 94 points for Protection, for a total of 288 
points), and with Alison and Nordenstamm Hannah winning 
the High in Trial Tracking trophy, earning a perfect score for the 
only 100 point track of the Championship.  Alison and Hannah 
also won 12th place overall, with a total score of 276 points.  NB: 
Each of the three disciplines is scored out of 100 points.

Congratulations also to the second and third place getters, 
Christian Melchers & Ayros v. Blue Aitsch (285 points) and 
Thomas Wesselmann & Madonna from Mike’s Place (284 
points).  Last year’s winner, Peter Muller with his Malinois 
dog, Bart Nielenders, won 6th place this year with 282 points, 
and took out the High in Trial trophies for Best Obedience (99 
points) and Best Protection (99 points.)

The Mayor of Mettingen, Franz-Joseph Bresch, greeted the 
participants at the opening ceremony and was present again to 
hand out prizes at the award’s ceremony.  The City Mayor praised 
IPO as the, “absolute performance sport for dog and man” and 
the event itself, together with the participants, as representing, 
“the highest level of working dog sport.”

For the last 57 years, since the age of 15, the 72 year old Jens 
Kollenberg has trained competition as well as service dogs, 
including the 2004 Australian National Champion. He has lived 
in Australia since 1980, after marrying his Australian born wife, 
Alison, who is also a competitive dog trainer and was the 2008 
Australian National Champion.

Since arriving in Germany the couple so far have competed at 
10 trials - flying straight from  Spring on sunny Gold Coast into 
a colorful Autumn in Thueringen, East-Germany, where at their 
very first trial Hassan won High in Trial Obedience and High 
Protection and Hannah won the 3rd place overall.

Before moving from the Thueringen to the densely populated 
Westfalen, Alison and Jens participated at two more large SV 
(GSD) trials, hosted by local German Shepherd Dog clubs in 
that state.  At the first SV trial, Alison and Hannah took out 
the first place and her brother the second place, and then their 
results were reversed at the second trial - a 3 day event with 
20 entries, and Hassan taking 1st and Hannah 2nd -  their 
being only two Malinois present!  The judge of the latter trial, 
Andreas Bender (who’d judged the German Shepherd Dog 
National Championship last year), was obviously impressed by 
the Australian’s effort, by taking Jens aside after the trial to ask 
about his “training philosophy.”

Once arrived in Westfalen, and settled only 40 km west of the 
Dutch border, the Australians continued uninterrupted in their 
success in one of Germany’s strongest “working-dog” States. 
This included a number more wins, 2nd and 3rd places, topped 
off at the end of September by their success at the big DVG State 
Championship.  

Germany is, literally, the Mecca of Dogsport, with over 
250,000 members competing in the multitude of working dog 
breed clubs and organisations found throughout the land. 
Worth mentioning is that during their short time in Germany, 
both Alison and Jens have scored near and above the “dream 
score” of 290 points, with 2 x 291 points.

Jens and Alison planned to participate at two more German 
trials before flying home to the Gold Coast for Christmas. 
Accompanying them will be their two competition dogs, Hassan 
and Hannah, as well as a newly purchased German Malinois 
bitch, Lilo von der Kraehenschiede. Both Hannah and Lilo will 
be bred before leaving for Australia.

AUSTRALIAN  WINS   German CHAMPIONSHIP
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